


events which have required enormous dedication and commitment from staff and pupils alike. Even at tender ages 
our St Mary’s DSG girls are being given the space to fly! 

Just after half term, amidst all of this, our premier musicians from both the Senior and Junior School presented a 
spectacular music concert, namely Crème de la Crème. Yet another group of fantastically gifted pupils, our orchestra 
and choirs performed a programme which delighted all of those present. 

At present we have pupils on exchange in Australia and Germany, and are hosting a teacher from our partner school in 
Brisbane. Year after year we see how these exchange scholars return home having been changed from the experience.  
We value our relationships with St Aidan’s in Brisbane and Schloss Neubeuern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schloss Neubeuern School in Germany 

As I write this, we have hosted our Senior School Open Day with unprecedented levels of interest both for tuition and 
boarding spaces.   Well over 130 Grade 7s enjoyed the many activities on Friday afternoon. These included eye 
dissections, studio recording, cooking, art work, drama, business games, social media usage and the like. 53 girls slept 
over in the boarding house on Friday evening. The day ended with a wonderful service of evening prayer with the St 
Mary’s Singers adding to the beauty of the evening. On Saturday, 103 pupils completed entrance and scholarship 
assessments for 2013.  

I have nothing but praise for the musicians who worked all afternoon, for the PR team, Task Leaders and Special 
Events Portfolio who tirelessly ignored sore feet and were exemplary ambassadors as they took visitors around the 
school; for the teachers whose space was invaded by ever-increasing numbers of young people on a Friday afternoon; 
for the boarding staff and pupils whose normal routine existence was temporarily shattered; and for the academic 



staff involved in the Saturday assessment. To Mrs Miller, Mrs 
Broughton and Mrs Hancock who put the weekend together and all 
the above, I extend my heartfelt thanks. 

Also on this Friday afternoon, our first match on the new Astroturf 
hockey field took place.  Despite the afternoon being spoiled by a 
traumatic injury to one of our girls, the buzz of cheerleaders and the 
crowd around our fields speak to what we can expect in the future. 

The energy exuding from the school is tangible, even as the term 
inexorably moves without slowing to the end of term. 

We have wonderful pupils, wonderful families, great facilities, fantastic staff; but what is it that truly makes St Mary’s 

DSG what it is? 

Earlier this week I met with, amongst others, Mr John Gilmour, the founder of LEAP schools, because, in partnership 
with LEAP, the Diocese of Pretoria has opened a low fee school in Ga-Rankuwa. (St Mary’s and St Alban’s will be 

partner schools). What LEAP is providing is a very far cry from the demand for excellent facilities that seem to be the 
criterion on which many schools are measured. LEAP will use a classroom, however humble, and be content. They 
focus on the spiritual, moral, and social as critical for the intellectual. The foundation for success is that there is a place 
of belonging and care, not necessarily grand buildings – and they succeed.  The basis of all that we at St Mary’s DSG 

can call success is exactly the same.  We must not be distracted by our facilities, for without this foundation of 
belonging and care, we can do nothing.  

Belonging is a powerful word. Maybe one of the most powerful words there is. It taps into something very deep within 
us - the yearning to be part of something larger than ourselves, to be accepted and loved by others with all of our gifts 
and limitations. Belonging does for human beings what soil does for plants: it nurtures us, and enables us to grow and 
to blossom. One of the first principles of a caring community must be to do everything in its power to nurture human 
connection and belonging.  

 

This is the simplicity which informs and empowers our increasing complexity.  

Whether in Grade 0 or Grade 7, Grade 8 or Grade 12; whether parent, teacher or gardener, St Mary’s DSG is your 

home.  This is our deepest desire. 

 
 
 

FR AW Paterson 
 HEAD OF SCHOOL  





  DSG Holiday Club 

When:  Thurs 5 April &  

Tues10 April – Fri 13 April 

Time:  8:00 – 4:00             

Where:  DSG Aftercare Centre               

Contact: Unita Conradie 0844418711 

Carol Viljoen 0829705662 

 

Old Toys for  

Irene Homes 

Irene Homes urgently needs 

good second-hand toys for 

their Fete on the 1st of May. 

These can be handed in to 

the class teacher. 




















